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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . [3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed on July 29. 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 47-66 . 

3. (3 The drawings filed on 29 July 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on July 29, 2004. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with MR. Eustatahios Vassiliou on September 7, 2004. 

4. The application has been amended as follows: 

• Specification, Page 1 Line 1, add -This application is a divisional of US 
Pat. Application No. 10/209,765 filed on August 1, 2002, which claims 
benefit of US Provisional Application No. 60/388,976 filed on June 14, 
2002-. 

Reasons For Allowance 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 47 and 48 are allowable over the prior art of record because the 
teachings of the references taken as a whole do not teach or render obvious the 
combination set forth, including that the fastener further includes a long and a short 
barb wherein the long barb extending or reaching the lower side of the flat head and 
at the same time the short barb reaching lower than the long barb. 
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Giannuzzi (US 5,447,005) fails to disclose that the barbs (15 and 17) are different 
in length. Giannuzzi discloses that the barbs are equal in length. 

Wenzlick teaches the different in length, but not in the barbs. Wenzlick discloses 
that the legs are the ones with different length. 

Adell (US 3,382,615) discloses the different in length in barbs (21 and 22). 
However, it would not be obvious to combine the teachings of Adell into a device as 
described by Giannuzzi, because the fastener described by Adell works differently 
from the one of Giannuzzi. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9747. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 703-308-2686. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
306-5771. 

August 30, 2004. 

DANIEL P. ST0D0LA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




